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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for rating media 
information by using a plurality of remotely located client units and a server 
connected to the client units via a network, each client unit being able to receive 
media information via a communication medium other than the network , comprising: 

obta i n i ng d e mograph i c data conc e rn i ng us e rs, th e d e mograph i c data 
i nclud i ng data for a numb e r of prof ile cat e gorios; at a c lie nt un i t, 
p l aying m e d i a informat i on to a us e r; 

producing a m e d i a and rating i nd i cat i on d i sp l ay, th e rat i ng i nformat i on d i sp l ay 

i nd i cat i ng a us e r's rat i ng of an ele m e nt i n th e m e d i a; 

r e c e iving i nformat i on rat i ng th e play e d m e dia i nformat i on from th e us e r and 

transm i tt i ng th e rat i ng i nform a t i on to a s e rv e r across a n e twork; 

so l oct i ng at le ast on e i ndicat i on for at loast ono profile category to dotorm i no a 

grouping of multip le us e rs; and 

combin i ng th e rat i ng i nformation from th e mu l t i p le us e rs to produc e av e rag e 

rating information for th e p l ay e d m e d i a- 
transmitting to a client unit, via the network, indicator information enabling the 
client unit to display a rating indicator along with the media information to a user, to 
allow the user to control the rating indicator and thereby to input rating information of 
an event in the media information and to transmit the rating information to the server 
via the network; 

receiving the rating information transmitted from the client unit and storing the 

received rating information in a database; 

transmitting to the client unit, via the network, a guery form for demographic 

data enabling the client unit to display the guery form to a user, to allow the user to 
input the demographic data and to transmit the demographic data via the network, 
the demographic data including information relating to a plurality of profile 
categories; 
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receiving the demographic data transmitted from the client and storing the 

received demographic data in the database: 

listing the user in at least one group characterized by one or more of the 

profile categories: 

combining the stored rating information of each user listed in the group to 

determine an average rating of the group: and 
displaying the average rating of the group . 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein one of the profile categories 
is gender. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein one of the profile categories 
is political party affiliation. 

4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[4]] wherein the s e l e ct i ng 
st e p is don e at steps of listing, combining and displaying are performed by an 
analysis unit. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[1]] 6^ further comprising 
the step of displaying tho comb i n e d rat i ng and tho med i a at tho ana l ys i s unit the 
media information along with the average rating on a visual display device . 

8. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[4]] 1^ wherein the 
comb i n i ng st e p is don e at a steps of listing, combining and displaying are performed 
by the server. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[4]] 1^ wherein the m e d i a 
compr i s e s a vid e o source of the media information transmitted through the 
communication medium is selected from the group consisting of a television station. 
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a cable operator, a video player, a DVD player, a single-cast source, a multi-cast 
source and a broadcast source . 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the media s i gna l 
information is obtained from a storage medium. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the network is the Internet. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 12 wherein the client units is 
a un i t that can obta i n obtain web page information [[from]] through the Internet. 

14. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the combining 
step includes weighting the stored rating information and thereby weighting the 
average rating i nd i vidua l users to obta i n a wo i ghtod rat i ng . 

1 5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[1 1 ]] 14 wherein [[the]] 
weights are used to make the r e spons e s average rating more accurately [[fit]] 
represent the d e mograph i c rating of a target population. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[12]] 16 wherein the target 
population is the general public. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein an administrative 
application program connected to the server controls [[the]] a data transmission rate 
at which [[data]] the rating information is transmitted from the client units to the 
server. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 7 wherein the 
administrative application us e s th e contro l of controls the data transmission rate to 
thrott le by throttling the number of connections that reach the server per time period. 
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19. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein an administrative 
application program associated with the server controls the start time and end time 
of ratings collection. 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for rating media information. 
comprising: 

a cli e nt unit adapt e d to p l ay m e d i a and to produc e a rat i ng ind i cation d i sp l ay, 
th e rating i nformat i on disp l ay ind i cating a us e r's rating of an o l omont i n th e 

mod i a, 

th e c l i e nt un i t adapt e d to r e c ei v e th e rating i nformat i on from a us e r and 
transm i t th e rat i ng i nformation to a s e rv e r across a n e twork, 

wh e r ei n th e cl ie nt unit compr i s e s a comput e r; and 
an ana l ysis unit at anoth e r locat i on hav i ng acc e ss to d e mograph i c data for a number 
of prof i l e cat e gor ie s, 

tho ana l ysis unit adapted to dotorm i no a group i ng of mu l t i pl e us e rs from a 
s ele ct i on of at l east on e i nd i cat i on for at le ast on e prof ile cat e gory, 

th e ana l ysis un i t furth e r adapt e d to comb i n e th e rat i ng i nformat i on from th e 
s e rv e r for th e mu l tiple users 

a plurality of client units, each including a video monitor for presenting, to a 
user, a rating indicator, media information and a guerv form for demographic data 
that includes information relating to a plurality of profile categories, each said client 
unit being operative to receive, via a network, indicator information to display the 
rating indicator, to receive, via a communication medium other than the network, the 
media information, and to receive, via the network, the guery form, each said client 
unit being further adapted to allow the user to input rating information and the 
demographic data, and to transmit the rating information and the demographic data 
via the network to a server, the rating indicator indicating the user's rating of an event 
in the media information: 

a server connected to the client units via the network and operative to send 

the indicator information and the guerv form to the client units, to receive, via the 
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network, the rating information and the demographic data transmitted from the client 
units, and to store the rating information and the demographic data in a database: 
and 

an analysis unit associated with the server and having access to the 

demographic data and the rating information stored in the database, the analysis unit 
being adapted to list the user in at least one group characterized by one or more of 
the profile categories and to combine the rating information of each user listed in the 
group to determine an average rating of the group. 

22. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 21 wherein the comb i n i ng 
i nclud e s us i ng w ei ghts rating information stored in the database is weighted by the 
analysis unit . 

23. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 21 wherein the network is 
the Internet th e cli e nt unit can acc e ss th e I nt e rn e t . 

24. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 23 wherein the server 
provides web page information to the client units via the network . 

25. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 24 wherein the web page 
information includes an application program that can b e run is executable at the 
client [[unit]] units . 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 25 wherein [[an]] the 
application program controls the storing and caching of the rating [[data]] information 
in the client units , as well as the transmitting of the rating [[data]] information to the 
server via the network . 

27. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 21 wherein the m e d i a 
compr i s e s a v i d e o source of the media information transmitted through the 
communication medium is selected from the group consisting of a television station. 
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a cable operator, a video player, a DVD player, a single-cast source, a multi-cast 
source and a broadcast source . 

28. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 21 wherein the analysis unit 
is adapted to produce a display of the comb i nod i nformation average rating and the 
media information . 

29-43. (Canceled) 

44. (New) The method of Claim 1 , further including: 

transmitting a time indication, via the network, to the client unit enabling the 
client unit to measure a time interval between the time indication and the time when 
the user inputs the rating information and to transmit information of the time interval 
along with the rating information via the network, 

wherein the time interval information is used to identify the event. 

45. (New) The method of Claim 21 , wherein the server is further operative 
to send a time indication, via the network, to each of the client units enabling each of 
the client units to measure a time interval between the time indication and the time 
when the user inputs the rating information and to transmit information of the time 
interval along with the rating information via the network and wherein the time 
interval information is used to identify the event. 
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